


 

As Fire Marshal for the City of  Columbia, I am pleased 

to offer this annual report for the 2014 calendar year.  

This is a working document that addresses fire 

prevention activities and accomplishments.  It is our goal 

to offer the highest level of  service possible for the 

citizens of  Columbia. 

 

I am blessed to be able to serve in this capacity.  I am 

honored to be a member of  this department and this 

community. 

 

George N Adams Jr. 

Fire Marshal 



The Columbia Fire Department exists to protect 

lives, property and the environment through the 

enforcement of  fire codes, presentation of  

comprehensive public fire safety education 

programs, the investigation of  incidents of  arson, 

and rapid, effective responses to and mitigation of  

fires, rescue incidents, hazardous material leaks, 

and natural disasters. 



• Conduct fire inspections to ensure code compliance in: high-rise buildings, large 

commercial buildings, theaters,  hotel/motels, hospitals and medical centers, apartment  

complexes, public,  large condominium complexes and shopping complexes. 

 

• Conduct fire inspections at all city special events ensuring code compliance in 

accordance with the International Fire Code. 

 

• Provide public education and awareness and actively participate in the community to 

provide for the safety and well being of  the people who live and work in the City of  

Columbia. 
 
• Provide services of  reviewing plans of  proposed major construction and renovation 

projects. 
 
• Provide fire investigations to determine the cause and pursue convictions in cases 

determined to be arson. 
 

• Reduce the number of  nuisance alarms by implementation of  False Alarm fees. 
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 Last year, we gained two new Deputies; Ariel Thomas,  
and Candace Lugo. These deputies come with a  range 
of experience that will prove to be beneficial to the city 
in the years to come.  

 



 Reduced the threat of fire in high risk occupancies. 

 Inspected all  bars and night clubs in the city of Columbia. 

 Inspected all  high rise residential units in the city of 
Columbia. 

 Inspected all  hotels and motels in the city of Columbia. 

 Inspected all restaurants in the city of Columbia. 

 Completed inspections of all colleges and universities  

 Four dilapidated commercial buildings were rehabilitated 
or demolished. 

 Hosted the largest ever annual fire prevention 
parade/luncheon. 

 Held the first ever sign campaign,  “Change your clock, 
change your battery” & “test smoke alarms” 

 

 



 
 Implemented NFPA 1452 home fire safety surveys. 
 Conducted first school bus fire safety drill for Richland 

County School District One. 
 Assisted the University of South Carolina in their Fire 

Safety day. 
 Provided over 150 hours of in-service training to staff. 
 Provided fire extinguisher training and emergency 

evacuation planning for over 25 businesses in the city. 
 Deputy Fire Marshal Dameion Dawson was selected 

November’s “Employee of the Month”. 
 Partnered with SCFM Office and Edventure to conduct 

“Cooking with Firefighters”. 
 Request forms were made available on the 

department’s web page for smoke alarm installation, 
public fire education events and museum tours. 



 Setting Occupant 
Loads  

 Fire Hood 
Suppression Systems  

 Computer Software 
(One-step) 

 Pyrotechnics 
Inspections  

 Team Work and Team 
Building 

 Conflict Resolution  

 

 Customer Service  

  Vortex Burns 

 Means of Egress 

 Emergency Planning 
and Preparedness 

 Fire Protection 
Systems 

 Common Code 
Violations 

Fire prevention received  over 150 hours of   in-house 

training in 2014 which includes the following subjects: 



Every day we pose a question to all of  the deputy fire 

marshals.  They have until the end of  the day to 

respond the question. 
 

Example:  Where two means of  egress are required from a room in a 

fully sprinklered building, they shall be separated a minimum of  

__________ of   the length of  the maximum overall diagonal 

dimension of  the  area served.  

a. one-half 

b. one-third 

c. one-fourth 

d. none of  the above 

 











 

Deputy Fire Marshal Dameion Dawson, 

November’s Employee of the Month 



 Fire prevention inspections are 
the single, most important non-
firefighting activity performed 
by fire departments.  Fire 
inspections are conducted of all 
existing commercial, retail and 
office establishments, and new 
constructions. 



Regular Inspections      2217 

Conformance Inspections  2174 

Complaints    112 

Business License   535 

Life Safety/Special    376 

Fire Protection    351 

Permits     200 

Certificate of  Occupancy  40 

Final     59 

Building Under Construction  14  

Courtesy     96 

 

Total     6,174 



Types of  Inspections 



 

 The key components of the 
fire and life safety plan 
review area are interrelated to 
the “Three E’s” of risk 
reduction; Engineering, 
Education, and Enforcement. 
As a part of this effort, staff 
work to ensure that new 
developments and 
construction projects are 
designed and constructed in 
accordance with nationally 
recognized codes and 
standards. 



This approval process involves plan review, code 

research, construction site inspection, and encroachment 

review,  fire protection testing, which  includes the 

following:  

 

Fire department access   Fire suppression 

systems  

Adequate water supply   Fire hydrant locations  

Clean agent systems   Life-safety building 

design  

      

New Construction AND Plan Review 



Total  305 





 The Special Events Section of the Columbia Fire 
Marshal's Division issues temporary permits 
and establishes conditions to ensure public 
safety at large public gatherings including fairs, 
concerts, sporting events, and festivals. 
Inspections are conducted and permits are 
issued related to outdoor cooking, trade shows 
and other high profile events. 



The following are some of the special events in 2014: 
 Colonial Life Arena- USC Basketball, Ringling Bros. Circus, High 

School Basketball Championship, Various Concerts. 
 South Carolina State Fair Grounds- State Fair, Various Shows  
 ( Boat, Gun & Knife ) etc.., Oyster and Chili cook off, AKA event, 

Christmas and Spring Classic shows etc. 
 William Brice Stadium- USC Football 
 Charlie W. Johnson Stadium- Benedict College Football, High 

School Football Championship 
 Columbia Blowfish Stadium- Blowfish Baseball 
 Various Festivals in City of Columbia- Italian Festival, Blues 

Festival, Crawfish Festival, Oyster Festival, Pride Festival, Chili 
Cook-off, Summer Concert in the Park Series, Wow, Famously Hot 



City ordinance states that when four false alarms 

have occurred at one location within a year, a user  

fee of $100.00 for service for false alarm response 

shall be billed to the property owner. Each 

additional false alarm within the year shall require 

the billing of an additional fee of $100.00.   

False Alarms Processed: 1,422 

Total Amount Billed:  $14,600 



Investigation of  fires is an integral part of  fire prevention. All reported fires are investigated 

by a company officer and/or a member of  the fire investigation team in an attempt to 

determine the origin and cause.  Fire investigation team members have received specialized 

training and are required to complete continuing education requirements.  In 2014, 41 fires 

were investigated . Investigation into the cause of  ignition determined 50% accidental, 10% 

intentional, 12% due to failure of  equipment, 8% due to exposure to another fire, 3% were 

an act of  nature, and 17% were undetermined after investigation. Consistent with previous 

data, the kitchen is the reported area of  origin for 23% of  fires; unattended cooking 

accounted for the majority of  these fires. 



Public education is one of  the key 

elements in safeguarding a 

community from fire and 

environmental hazards. We are 

highly committed to community 

outreach efforts in which we have 

an opportunity to share fire safety 

knowledge and build good 

rapport with members of  the 

public. 



The Prevention Division schedules, 

plans, and coordinates most of  the 

Department’s public education 

opportunities.  In the calendar year 

2014 there were 361 public 

education presentations reaching 

143,644 occupants. The 

department hosted 125 station 

tours, installed 263 smoke alarms 

and repaired 44 smoke alarms, and 

conducted 23 home fire safety 

surveys. 



In 2015, we will continue to work hard to educate the public 

about fire and life safety issues and target occupancies for 

inspections based on their hazards. We will continue to take 

an active role in new development and construction, ensuring 

new buildings have adequate access, water supply, required 

fire suppression and detection systems. Our goal is to make 

Columbia one of  the safest communities to reside in by 

improving the quantity and quality of  inspections and 

protecting people by being actively involved in preventing fire 

related tragedies. 


