


 

 

 

 

As Fire Marshal for the City of  Columbia, I am pleased to offer 

you this annual report for the 2013 calendar year.  This is a 

working document that addresses fire prevention daily activities 

and accomplishments.  It is our goal to offer the highest level of  

service possible for the citizens of  Columbia. 

 

Finally, I am blessed to be able to serve in this capacity and I value 

the people I work.  I am honored to be a member of  this 

department and this community. 

 

George N Adams Jr. 

Fire Marshal 



Fire Prevention efforts are an essential and 

effective strategy to minimize injuries and 

property loss in the City of Columbia.  It also 

provides service of reviewing plans of proposed  

major construction and renovation projects, 

public fire safety education in fire prevention, fire  

investigation to determine the cause and pursue  

convictions in cases determined to be arson, false 

alarms reduction and conducting inspections at 

all special events 



 Fire Prevention is led by one Division Chief, 
who serves as Fire Marshal.    The Fire Marshal 
is supported by a Battalion Chief, who serves 
as the Assistant Fire Marshal.   One Deputy 
Fire Marshal oversees fire plan review and nine 
deputies are assigned to inspections. One Fire 
Investigator oversees Arsons/Investigations 
and is supported by other deputies when 
requested.  One individual responsible for fire 
education supported by staff when required. 
One Administrative secretary support staff 
member.   



The in-house goals established for 2013 were 

addressed throughout the year and we will continue  

with several of these goals in 2014. 

 Continue to raise moral  

 Reduce the threat of fire in high risk occupancies. 

 Provide 100 hours of in service training to each 
inspector in fire and building safety code 
interpretation, enforcement procedures and court 
testimony. 

 

 

 



• Review site plans for fire department access and water flow 
requirements and return plans to customers within five 
days. 

• Identify all unsafe structures and post building in 
accordance with IFC. 

• Conduct inspections of all clubs/bars/taverns. 

• Conduct inspections of all residential high-rises. 

• Host safe night out presentation for club owners. 

• Host annual fire prevention parade and poster contest. 

• Replace four vehicles. 

 



 Reduced the threat of fire in high risk occupancies. 

 Inspected all  bars and night clubs in the city of Columbia. 

 Inspected all  high rise residential units in the city of 
Columbia. 

 Inspected all  hotels and motels in the city of Columbia. 

 Inspected all restaurants in the city of Columbia. 

 Completed inspections of all buildings at Benedict College. 

 Eight dilapidated commercial buildings were 
rehabilitated or demolished. 

 Hosted annual fire prevention parade, luncheon and poster 
contest. 

 Hosted safe night out presentation for club/bar owners. 

 

 



 Deputy Fire Marshal Ken Willis was re-elected 
treasurer of the International Association of Fire 
Investigators. 

 Deputy Fire Marshal Bengie Leverett, Assistant Fire 
Marshal Mike Thomas, and Fire Marshal George 
Adams participated in Real Men Read at St. Andrews 
Middle School. 

 Fire Education Officer Matt Lam received $300.00 from 
H.B Rhame to purchase smoke detectors and received a 
grant in the amount of $300.00 from the Firefighters 
Charitable Foundation. 

 Provide over 150 hours of in-service training to staff. 
 Provided fire extinguisher training and emergency 

evacuation planning for over 25 business in the city. 



 

 

Vacant Buildings 
 

Vacant and abandoned properties, whether residential or 

commercial, create costly problems for cities – problems which 

have been exacerbated by the mortgage foreclosure crisis. 

These properties are a drain on city budgets. They detract from 

the quality of  life, as well as the economic opportunities, of  

those living around them. They are an impediment to individual 

neighborhood redevelopment and, ultimately, to achievement 

of  city-wide economic development goals. 

 
Source: United States Conference of  Mayors 

























 Setting Occupant 
Loads  

 Fire Hood 
Suppression Systems  

 Computer Software 
(One-step) 

 Pyrotechnics 
Inspections  

 Team Work and Team 
Building 

 Conflict Resolution  

 

 Customer Service  

  Vortex Burns 

 Means of Egress 

 Emergency Planning 
and Preparedness 

 Fire Protection 
Systems 

 Common Code 
Violations 

Fire prevention received  over 150 hours of   in-house 

training in 2013 which includes the following subjects: 





 Fire prevention inspections are 
the single, most important non-
firefighting activity performed 
by Fire Departments.  Fire 
inspections are conducted of all 
existing commercial, retail and 
office establishments, and new 
construction. 



Regular Inspections      1763 

Conformance Inspection  2036 

Complaints    165 

Business License   448 

Life Safety/Special    169 

Fire Protection    411 

Permits     220 

Certificate of  Occupancy  38 

Hospitality    143 

Courtesy     119 

 

Total     5512 





 

 The Key components of the 
fire and life safety division’s 
work are interrelated to the 
“Three E’s” of risk reduction; 
Engineering, Education, and 
Enforcement. As a part of this 
effort, staff work to ensure 
that new developments and 
construction projects are 
designed and constructed in 
accordance with nationally 
recognized codes and 
standards. Fire alarm 
systems.  



This approval process involves plan review, code research, construction site 

inspection, and encroachment review,  fire protection testing, which  includes 

the following:  

Fire department access   Fire suppression systems  

Adequate water supply   Fire hydrant locations  

Clean agent systems   Life-safety building design  

      

New Construction AND Plan Review 





 The Special Events Section of the Columbia Fire 
Marshal's Division issues temporary permits 
and establishes conditions to ensure public 
safety at large public gatherings including fairs, 
concerts, sporting events, and festivals. 
Inspections are conducted and permits are 
issued related to outdoor cooking, trade shows 
and other high profile events. 



The following are some of the events in 2013 
 Colonial Life Arena- USC Basketball, Ringling Bros. Circus, High 

School Basketball Championship, Jehovah Witness Convention, 
Various Concerts. 

 South Carolina State Fair Grounds- State Fair, Various Shows  
 ( Boat, Gun & Knife ) etc.., Oyster and Chili cook off, AKA event, 

Christmas and Spring Classic shows etc. 
 William Brice Stadium- USC Football 
 Charlie W. Johnson Stadium- Benedict College Football, High 

School Football Championship. 
 Columbia Blowfish Stadium- Blowfish Baseball.  
 Various Festivals in City of Columbia- Italian Festival, Blues 

Festival, Crawfish Festival, Oyster Festival, Gay Pride Festival, 
Chili Cook-off, Summer Concert in the Park Series, Wow, 
Famously Hot. 
 



City ordinance states that when four false alarms 

have occurred at one location within a year, a user  

fee of $100.00 for service for false alarm response 

shall be billed to the property owner. Each 

additional false alarm within the year shall require 

the billing of an additional fee of $100.00.   

False Alarms Processed: 1,410 

Total Amount Billed:  $22,000 



Investigation of  fires is an integral part of  fire prevention. All reported fires are investigated 

by a company officer and/or a member of  the fire investigation team in an attempt to 

determine the origin and cause.  Fire investigation team members have received specialized 

training and are required to complete continuing education requirements.  In 2013, 43  fires 

were investigated . Investigation into the cause of  ignition determined 50% accidental, 10% 

intentional, 12% due to failure of  equipment, 8% due to exposure to another fire, 3% were 

an act of  nature, and 17% were undetermined after investigation. Consistent with previous 

data, the kitchen is the reported area of  origin for 23% of  fires; unattended cooking 

accounted for the majority of  these fires. 



Public education is one of  the key 

elements in safeguarding a 

community from fire and 

environmental hazards. We are 

highly committed to community 

outreach efforts in which we have 

an opportunity to share fire safety 

knowledge and build good 

rapport with members of  the 

public. 



In the fall of  2013, the Fire Prevention Bureau 

promoted the Fire Prevention Month, which 

takes place during the month of  October every 

year. During the month of  October, the Bureau 

promoted the year 2013 theme 

message of  “Prevent Kitchen Fires”  

In addition, firefighters visited school 

campuses and gave fire safety presentations to 

both students and teachers. Students were given 

safety materials and was awarded for their efforts 

in the poster contest with a pizza party and a 

plaque from the fire chief.  





The Prevention Division 

schedules, plans, and 

coordinates most of  the 

Department’s public education 

opportunities.  In the calendar 

year 2013 there were 200 

Public education presentations 

145 Station tours/safety 

education 49 Smoke alarms 

installed and 23,724 

participants. 



In 2014, we will continue to work hard to educate the public 

about fire and life safety issues and target occupancies for 

inspections based on their hazards. We will continue to take 

an active role in new development and construction, ensuring 

new buildings have adequate access, water supply, required 

fire suppression and detection systems, and the code required 

life safety systems and features in place. Our goal is to make 

Columbia one of  the safest communities to reside in by 

improving the quantity and quality of  inspections and 

protecting people by being actively involved in preventing fire 

related tragedies. 


